
2015 ACFID University Network Conference – side event 

Communication for Development approaches 
in the Australian NGO sector and academia  

Knowledge sharing & networking for an improved practice 
Wednesday 3rd June 2015, 2PM-6PM, Melbourne 

 
This event brings together academic researchers from Australian universities and 
think tanks with Australian NGO practitioners. The aim is to provide a platform for 
international development actors involved or interested in communication for 
development (C4D) work to share experiences, lessons learned and 
recommendations that can contribute to an improved practice. Connections 
between practitioners and researchers on C4D-related research projects that 
strengthen the value of the practice are also facilitated. 
 
An additional aim of this seminar is to offer a space to those who have an interest 
in this field and are planning to kick-start new C4D activities. It is a forum to 
brainstorm ideas and to put forward questions related to programme design to an 
experienced audience. 
 
This event will be a unique opportunity to gather knowledge on the status of C4D 
work among Australian NGOs and research institutions, and to create a network 
of organisations where that knowledge is regularly exchanged. 
 
Venue 
La Trobe University city campus 
Teaching Room 2, Level 20, 
Westpac Building, 360 Collins Street 
Melbourne VIC 3086 

 
Event date and time 
Wednesday 3rd June 2015 
2PM-6PM 

 
This event is free for participants, but RSVP is essential 

If you would like to attend, please email v.bau@unsw.edu.au                       
by Sunday 17th May 2015 

 
Event format 
Length: 4hours 
 
The event consists of two main sessions: 
1) presentations – during this session, selected participants will give an informal 

15 minute presentation on their organisations’ work in the area of C4D; this 
can be either a specific project/programme, an overview of C4D-related 
activities the organisation is regularly engaged with through their 
programmes, or a research project.  
 
Presenters will have submitted an expression of interest (EOI) to the 
organisers prior to the date of the event and will have received confirmation of 
their acceptance to speak. 
 

If you would like to present your work at this event, please email your EOI 
to Dr Valentina Baú at the address v.bau@unsw.edu.au no later than 
Sunday 17th May 2015. You will be notified of your outcome by Friday 22nd 
May 2015 
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2) C4D jam – this part of the seminar will give the opportunity to those who are 
planning new work in the field of C4D to ask specific questions that will be 
useful in the development of their programme/project activities. Facilitated by 
the event organisers, this interactive session will see participants engaging in 
a group conversation around each question’s topic. Everyone is encouraged 
to share knowledge, perspectives and experiences that are helpful to develop 
new ideas. The whole group will benefit from this session by learning about 
different C4D approaches, methodologies and contexts. 
  
This Q&A-style session is open to all participants. However, those who wish 
to do so can submit their question to the organisers in advance; queries can 
involve either a specific/technical question, or a general request for 
information on a particular C4D area.  
 

If you would like to submit a question in advance, please send it to Dr 
Valentina Baú at the address v.bau@unsw.edu.au no later than Sunday 17th 
May 2015 

 
Another opportunity that this session offers for participants is to put forward a 
general call for collaboration with other organisations on a programme or 
project. This can also be related to collaboration between an NGO and a 
research institution, where academic research and development practice work 
together towards a targeted research output that strengthens the field of C4D. 

 
Seminar outputs 
Proceedings from the event will be compiled and published in the form of a short 
report to be circulated widely in Australia, also through the ACFID network. 
Participants will be able to subscribe to a mailing group created for the event, 
which will serve as an online channel for additional knowledge sharing and 
networking.  
La Trobe University’s Institute for Human Security and Social Change blog 
(http://practiceforchange.org) will offer a space for participants to write up aspects 
of their presentation or other comments and opinions related to the topics 
discussed during the event. 
 
For any query related to the event’s venue and logistics, please email Tait 
Brimacombe at the address T.Brimacombe@latrobe.edu.au  
 
Organisers 
Dr Valentina Baú 
School of the Arts & Media, University of New South Wales, Sydney 
Email: v.bau@unsw.edu.au 
Tait Brimacombe 
Institute for Human Security and Social Change, La Trobe University, Melbourne 
Email: T.Brimacombe@latrobe.edu.au 
 
 
 


